
2025/26 Guidance - who may play in which league 

Players who play NVL 1 or NVL Super League are not permitted to play in any Yorkshire League 
unless that player is U18


A team competing in the Super League may play any NVL 2 & NVL 3 players from their club 
squads. This is where your regular NVL players should be competing. If you are blessed with a 
large number of outstanding performers, then the Yorkshire Super League is where they should be 
showcasing their talents.


In the Premier League the use of NVL players is restricted.

A team may not play any player ranked 1 to 8 from their NVL 2 & NVL 3 squads in this league.

Teams must rank their NVL players by their playing contribution in NVL matches not by the 
coaches opinion of who their best players are. So, the players who actually play the most in your 
NVL matches will be ranked in your top 8.

If a club has 2 NVL teams they need to rank a top 8 from each of their NVL squads so 16 in total.

A team may play their fringe NVL div 2 & 3 players, players ranked 9 or lower from their NVL 
squads in the Yorkshire Premier League.


No NVL players are permitted in the Championship League.  
There is no restriction on Premier League players playing in the Championship.

However, clubs are expected to continue to use their “fringe” Premier League players in keeping 
with the spirit of fair play that we have in Yorkshire.

There is no restriction on players playing up from the Championship to the Premier and it is 
expected that there will be occasions when Premier players may need to play down in order to 
support a team, or to make up the numbers or even because they happen to be driving the team 
to the match !


Players who are U18 on 31st August 2025 may play in any league without restriction.


The League format for 2025/26 has evolved over the last 9 years to become the fairest League 
format we have ever had in Yorkshire, allowing fair and equitable competition on 3 levels with the 
ability to manage players playing up and players playing down in a controlled and transparent  
manner.


Firstly the Yorkshire Super League allows Yorkshire clubs to play their NVL players in a league 
where that is the expected standard of play.


The Yorkshire Premier League allows clubs to compete at a Regional standard of play and it 
also allows clubs to develop and give much needed court time to their “fringe” or “bench” NVL 
players in what is now a fair and equitable league.


The Yorkshire Championship League is our entry level league and an ideal league for clubs to 
develop their new or young players or indeed their mature players who are still keen to play.

How clubs “manage” the court time for each of their players is for them to determine.

What YVA aims to provide is a 3 tier League system that allows fair and competitive volleyball 
from base level, through Premier to Elite level.

With NVL players allowed to play in the Yorkshire Super League and “fringe” NVL players allowed 
to play in the Premier League this has a top down cascading effect on the rest of the Leagues 
where we also have “fringe Premier” players playing down in the Championship. 

There are absolutely no restrictions on a Championship player playing up in the Premier League or 
a Premier League player playing up in the Super League or being a bench player in the NVL.

We encourage clubs to develop young players and allow any under 18 player to play in any league 
without restriction.

Yorkshire Volleyball encourages clubs to develop their players to play up through our leagues 
rather than allowing the old top down system were elite players were playing down and 
suffocating upward progression and fair competition.




Doug Lawson.

YVA League Secretary.             
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