
2025/26 Guidance – Good practice 
 
1. The home team carries the responsibility for their own matches. 
Get your matches organised as quickly as possible. 
Upload the fixtures to the YVA website where they now become “confirmed.” 
Failure to organise a home match will ultimately result in a match default. 
 
2. As the away team you need to confirm fixtures with all the other teams as 
quickly a possible so that all fixtures can be uploaded to the YVA website. 
 
3. Once fixtures are on the website they are confirmed so please check the 
website  for your away matches aswell as your home matches in order to avoid 
any misunderstandings. 
 
4. ALL players MUST be registered before participating in any match. 
This is so easy to do, so if you fail to do it you can expect a sanction. 
Sanction : match default. 
 
5. All registrations must have : 
   (i) a clear identifiable passport style photo 
  (ii) players correct name. NO abbreviations. NO nicknames. 
   No registrations will be accepted with “photo to follow later”. 
 
6. Check before you play any match to see that ALL your players are in fact 
registered. It is alarming how many times we find that an unregistered player 
still manages to be played in a fixture. 
 
7. Check the opposition before  you play them and flag up any irregularities 
immediately. 
 
8. The referee on the day is working on behalf of YVA and we ask that they also 
scrutinise the registrations of both teams. 
 
9. With 3 pre match checks, surely to goodness, no team can play an unregistered 
player !  Irregularities spotted early save arguments later ! 
 
10. Pre match – both teams must make their YVA player registrations available 
to the ref for checking. 
 
11. Pre match – both teams must give the scorer a printed team sheet complete 
with players names identical to their names on their YVA registrations. 
Surname and initial please. NO nicknames ! 
 
12. Pre match Only the Scorer will right the names on the score sheet. 
 We kindly ask that the Scorer “PRINT” the names in “BLOCK CAPITALS” so that 
all names recorded are clear and legible. 
 



13. Pre match Please ensure that your home Referee understands our League 
Rules. They need to understand rules 7.5 to 7.10 and be confident that they know 
how to manage game time within a 2 hour window. 
 
14. Post match – both Captains and the Referee must check the scoresheet 
thoroughly before signing to verify that it is a true record of events. 
 
15. Post match – the home team must upload the score sheet to the YVA website 
within  48 hours. Failure to do so will incur a match default sanction. 
 
16. Take care – if for any reason a match is not played the home team must 
inform the League Secretary immediately and remove the fixture from the 
website. If this does not happen it is not unreasonable to assume that the score 
sheet has not been uploaded and will incur a default match penalty. 
 
17. Rule 10.2 will be applied this season. 
 
18. No complaint will be considered unless correctly communicated. 
Email to the League Secretary and the team or person you are complaining about 
must be copied in to the email. 
Please ensure that if you respond to one of these emails that you continue to 
“reply to all” in order to keep the conversation open, transparent and meaningful 
and avoid confusion. 
 
19. Any doubts about how to proceed with any rules, please contact the League 
Secretary sooner rather than later. Better to solve issues early. Harder to find a 
satisfactory resolution long after the event. 
 
20. Clubs with NVL teams are required to upload their scoresheets to our 
website so we can scrutinise whether a club has accurately recorded their NVL 
Top 8 players and not played them in Premier League matches. 
If a team fails to upload these score sheets and their is a complaint received 
about that team we will not investigate any evidence that is not recorded on our 
website and will find in favour of the complainant and the match will be 
defaulted to  them. If the information is not there and up to date, we will not 
spend time chasing for information that should be there. 
Please note, we may need to introduce a more manageable way of administering 
clubs with NVL teams. 
 
Everything contained in this guide has been discussed thoroughly and agreed at 
the AGM in July 2025 and confirmed at the Pre Season Meeting in September 
2025. 
 
Doug Lawson 
YVA League Secretary 
November 2025  


